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* “Many fundamentalist Freudians, like Freud himself, referred speculation to scholarship,
making confident assertions about the traumas suffered by their subjects in early childhood
without sufficient evidence to support their theories.” Anthony Storr, ‘Psychiatry and Literary
Biography’, The Art of literary Biography, ed. By John Batchelor, Clasendar Press. Oxford,
1995, P. 77.
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There is Third form of possession or madness, of which the Muses are source. This seizes our
tender, virgin soul and stimulates it to rapt passionate expression especially in lyric poetry,
glorifying the countless mighty deeds of ancient time for the instruments of posterity. But if any




man come to the gates of poetry without the madness of the Muses, persuaded that skill alone
wi make him a good poet, then shall he and his works of sanity with him be brought to nought by
the poetry of madness, and behold there place is nowhere to be found. Tr. By R. Hackforth,
included in the Collected Dialogues of Plato Ed. By Edith Hamilton and Huntington Cairns,
Princeton University Press, 1961, p. 492.
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achievements which are not wholly dependent on the human will, poetic creations contain an
element which is not ‘chosen’ but given, and to old Greek poetry ‘given’ signifies ‘divinely given’
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“The less you know about a man'’s life the better. He gives you his best in his writing. | thank God
day and night that we know nothing about Shakespeare.”
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persuade myself that Rabindranath derived his many splendoured genius from the redoubtable
Maharshi, austere and single- minded, seated solemn and aloof on a Himalayan peak of
religious contemplation. Rabindranath though he was proud to deem himself a beloved disciple
of his father, was most unlike the Maharshi, except when he chose to done a prophets role and
preach sermon form the pulpit or platform turned pulpit. He was not only myriad-minded as a
literary phenomenon, but was a very genuine and ardent (though seemingly somewhat
passionless) lover of life in all its manifold play. His feet were planted firmly on earth and his eye
observed calmly, but not unoften with a Shavian twinkle of amusement, what went around him,
even while he wrote his exquisite religious lyrics which brought him world fame. | also
discovered that as he grew older and the Maharshi’s spell on him weakened, he was steadily
liberated from his earthen inhibitions, became more liberal-minded, more tolerant of dissent, of
the unfamiliar, even of the wayword, more universal in outlook, he sympathises transcending his
race, religion and nation. ‘I became curious to look into his ancestry, beyond the Maharshi’s
magic curtain...’Thus | stumbled against Dwarakanath about whom hardly any mention was
made in the family or at Santiniketan where | spend many a year.’
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There is no doubt that, in the loves of writers, the shadows of a grandfather or grandmother
(most potent even when they are not clearly discerned) can be seen lying across the paths they
follow. It is as if the peculiar chemistry of genius sometimes skips a generation, as if it is the
nature of the grandparents, which really accounts for temperament and even behaviour of the
one who comes after them.
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themes within his novels lie in the making and spending of money, and the effect that their
persuit can have in families ? Certain themes, it seems run in the blood ?’
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know the poem almost by heart.
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