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THE BOOK-JACKET

The last stage of book production is the Book-jacket. Although extraneous to the book as a
whole, it demands the most careful and ingenious treatment. Originally the purpose was mainly
protective, but in the course of time it has acquired a potent ‘sales’ value in addition to its
function of supplying in miniature poster form relevant information of title, name of author and
publisher. Most books are, as a matter of course, displayed for sale in bookshops both in this
country and through export abroad. The book-jacket should appeal to prospective buyers at a
first impression, and when there are books displayed of a similar kind but issued by different
publishers, the excellence of the jacket will play a competitive part.

The approach to designing a book-jacket is more simple in some kinds of books than others.
Books on more scholarly and specialized subjects, which do not lend themselves to ordinary
methods of salesmanship, can well have jackets in a typographic style tending to harmonize with
the typography of the book itself. Again, jackets for a standard library such as Everyman, where
new titles are added from year to year, must have a recognizable style which will remain inviting
over a long period. It is in the more general and highly competitive field that the jacket presents
its greatest demand for novelty and difference from its fellows. Great variety can, of course, be
achieved by employing different processes for different kinds of designs. Where work has been
specially commissioned from artists, lithography, four-colour half-tone work, and the line-block
(in colours or black only) may be used for reproduction, the choice of any one of these
processess will depend on the nature of the original design. When a photograph is to be
reproduced, either a half-tone block, photo, offset, or photogravure is necessary.

The most economic and not the least effective is the purely typrographic jacket. Typefounders
offer a large number of display borders and faces of the requisite weight and carrying power for



the setting of jackets. By the skillful use of this wealth of material, it should be possible to
achieve effects which will at the same time attract the attention of buyers standing some
distance from the bookshop window or shelf, and yet be agreeable when the book is actually in
the hand. We should not infer that all jackets should be bold in their type-setting; on the contrary,
variety is essential, and this can be achieved in many ways by displays ranging from the simple
to the ornate, in conjunction with variety in colour of inks and colour of papers. Many publishers
produce books with certain similarities of style running through the jacket designs of most of
their publications with the object of making their own publications recognizable by the book-
buying public.

When publisher and printer are able to work exceptionally closely together, it is possible to
assist the display by the kind of wording or ‘blurb’ supplied. This blurb may at times be an
integral part of the typographic design on the front of a jacket, supplementary to the displayed
words of title and author. The spine of a jacket, although narrow in relation to the side, should not
be neglected; many books are displayed showing their spines only. When the area is sufficient
for a continuation of an attractive display, the opportunity should not be neglected.
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