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Bibhutibhushon’s career is singular in this that he leapt from obscurity of the height of fame with one novel, Pather Panchali (‘The Balled of the
Road$) anidyll of village life, and one of the completely satisfying Bengali novels.”
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...Itis abook of great beauty, the beauty of childhood and old age, of furrows and flowers, of distances, and of innocence. Neither Saratchandra’s

conspiratorial crookedness nor Tarashankar’s Processional clangor has any place in Bibhutibushan’s village; his characters are simple and incidents
common, there is nothing unusual or out of the way, and nothing commonplace or trivial or dull, this achievement, I think we *

>. AnAcre of Green Grass: Buddhadev Bose. Orient Longmans Ltd. >58%

*owe entirely to his awareness of Nature which Saratchandra and some later novelists remarkably lack. ...Pather Panchali, reading which one makes
what I think is an important discovery: that in Bengal it is still possible for an artist to be at once innocent and intelligent.’
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The English Version of Pather Panchali is to be issued in a Special Luxuriously bound edition by the Folio Society of Great Britain for its

members and so became the first work is more than 130 volumes published in English under UNESCO translation Programme to have been
honored by a special book —club edition.
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The climax surely is reached when Opu and this parents leave Nishchindipur; and what follows, if the reader goes on with it, is something of
an anticlimax. When the train journey to Benaras begins, the cast has already broken up ... as the train draws away from the station the last
chords of the symphony are struck, and the rest should be silence... this decision finds corroboration in a like decision by others who have in
different ways been concerned with the presentation of our story. Satyajit Roy, who produced the filmed version, chose to end at this same
point; as did Sajanikanta Das who abbreviated the book for children.
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We soon became very intimate, and I may add that he was one of only three of four persons outside my family with whom I became at all so in
personal relations. He told me the very first evening that he had already published a story in the foremost Bengali monthly Prabasi. As soon as he
mentioned its title I recalled it, for I had read it, and although I did not remember the name of the writer I had thought that it showed great originality
and a delicate sensibility. I might mention here that in less than ten years he became one of the leading Bengali writers of fiction. His first novel,
Published in 1928, at once established his position, and the book his now become known all over the world in its film version by Satyajit Ray. It is

Pather Panchali. In 1924, as soon as he had written the first few pages, he read them out to me. I felt so confident about it that I prodded him for three
years to finish it. After its publication as a serial in 1928 I was able to secure a publisher for the novel in book form.
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I acquired a great respect for his mind, which had a wide range of interests. But I certainly did not expect a young Bengali of his class and
education to show interest in astrophysics and human planetology, which he did. He would talk to me of E.P. Hubble, the astronomer at
Mount Wilson Observatory, and his theories, although he had never been a student either of mathematics or physics. I had heard about Jeans
and Eddington, and had also read a little by or about them. I had Einstein’s book on Relativity as well. But I had not heard of Hubble, Bibhuti
Babu also showed me Sir Arther Keith’s Antiquity of Man, which in spite of his want of means he had bought ... what I did immediately was
to make Bibhuti Babu buy Burckit’s Prehistory, when it was published in 1923, of course to read it myself. ¢
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He (Bibhutibhushan) never felt any envy or jealousy over the success or good fortune of fellow — writers. The writer class in not distinguished by this
virtue, and in Bengali it is still less so. Bibhuti Babu was, however, immune to this meanness. Once, when to my thinking he was being lazy over the
completion of his novel, I wrote to him that he must hurry up, because some others — I gave names — were already becoming well-established without
having his ability. He replied that it did not matter, he did not grudge anybody’s success, nor did he feel upset by his slowness. He would do what he wanted
todo in his time, and he did. 4
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Bibhutibhushan Banerjee’s Pather Panchali was serialized in a popular Bengali magazine in the early 1930s’. The Author had been brought
up in a village and the Book contained much that was autobiographical. The manuscript had been turned down by the publishers on the grand
that it lacked a story. The magazine, too, was initially reluctant to accept it, but later did so on condition that it would be discountinued if the
readers so wished. But the story of Apu and Durga was a hit from the first instalment. The book, published a year or so later, was an
outstanding critical and popular success and has remained on the best seller list ever since.
I chose Pather Panchali for the qualities that made it a great book, its, Humanism, its lyricism, and, ring of truth... I felt that to cast the thing
into a mould of cut-and-dried narrative would be wrong. The script had to retain some of the rambling quality of the novel because that in it
self contained a clue to the feel of authenticity: life in a Bengali village does ramble.
...I'had my nucleus: the family, consisting of husband and wife, the two children, and the old aunt. The characters had been so conceived by
the author that there was a constant and subtle interplay between them... what I lacked was first — hand acquaintance with the milieu of the
story. I could, of course, draw upon the book itself, which was a kind of encyclopaedia of Bengal rural life. ..”
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