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bangladesh, Islami chatra shibir, the militant student wing of jomaat -e -islami-a coalition partner in the
country. The two individuals, Hasan azizul Haque - a professor of Philisophy at the Rajshahi University
and a revered litterater - and prof, Zafar Igbal (Also a popular writer) at the shajjalal University of
science and Technology have been issued death threats in their attempts at teaching the values of
secularism, democracy and science to youth make them nastik - murtads or filthy atheists if one
wants a literal translation. That a student orga nization could issue such a condemanation of two
reputable academicians is regrettable in itself, the worst part in this that the two profssors have been
warned in graphic detail that their tongues would be cut out, that they would have their throats slit etc.

The jamaat - e Islami is not a organization without its supporters outside Bangladesh,’%@ UER PYRGE)

234 FAG! =Fe A, ‘It is ironic that Mr. Richard Boucher - US Assistant Secretary of State of
South and Central Asian Affaairs - has certified the same fascist Jamaat-e Islami as a ‘democractic
party’ (Ref. http:www.mijto-mona.com / articles/Jahed/shibir_threats.htm) during his recent trip to Dhaka
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Poverty in Bangladesh Stzd 0 I3, (I I&1 TR, , ‘Nevertheless, with its large population and
overcrowded cities, Bangladesh remains one of the poorest countries in the world. Poverty is as-
sessed in a household income and expenditure survey held every five years. The most recent survey in
2005 found 40% of the population to be below the povecrty line, measured by the cost of essential food
and basic needs, compared with 59% in 1991, the MDG baseline year. Progress has been uneven,

with the most severe poverty located in urban slums and in the Chittagong Hill tracts. Just under 20%
of the population falls into the cetegory of extreme poverty, locking resources to acquire a minimum

dietary intake...However, poor teaching quality and the pressure of poverty have rocketed the dropout
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