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“And it came to pass to pass after these things, that God did tempt Abraham, and said unto him,
Abraham ; and he said, Behold, here lam. (22.1.)” And he said, Take now thy son thy son, thine
only son Issac whom thou lovest, and get thee into the land of Moriah ; and offer him there for a
burnt offering upon one of the mountains which | will tell thee of.(22.2)

"-’And Abraham rose up early in the morning and saddled his ass and took two of his young men
with him, and Issac his son, and clave the wood for the wood for the burnt offering, and rose up,
and went unto the place of which God had told him (22.3)"...

...-and they came to the place which God had told him of ; and Abraham built an altar there and
laid the wood in order, and bound Isaac his son and laid him on the alter upon the wood
(22.9).”~ And Abraham stretched forth his hand and took the knife to slay his son (22.10).” sie,
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R o1 7 | AT AR T@ SR @ (o1 17 /9 | -’And he (God) said, Lay not

thine hand upon the lad, neither do thou anything unto him : for now | know that thou fearest God,
Seeing thou not withheld thy son, thine only son from me (22. 12).”
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an ancient custom in a crisis or great danger that the ruler of a city or nation should give his
beloved son to die for the whole people, as a ransom offered to the avenging demons and the
children thus offered were slain with mystic rites.”
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“We know that in times of national calamity the Phoenicians used thus to sacrifice their dearest
to Baal. Phoenician history, we know from porphyry, is full of such sacrifices.
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this paradox, that the particular is higher than the universal---yet in such a way, be it observed,
that the movement repeats itself, and that consequently the individual, after having been in the
universal, now as the particular isolates himself as higher than the universal.”
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therefore at no instant a tragic hero but something quite different, either a murderer or a
believer. The middle term which saves the tragic hero, Abraham has not.”
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essential nature reaching its completeness through the process of its own development? Of the
Absolute it must be said that it is essentially a result, the only at the end is it what it is in the very
truth; and just in that consists its, nature which is to be actual, subject, or self-becoming, self-
development.”
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talking of faith, wrong in not protesting loudly and clearly against the fact that Abraham enjoys
honour and glory as the
Father of faith, whereas he ought to the prosecuted and convicted of murder.”
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before she was fully developed, dim suspicious of this horrible secret had at times gripped her
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involves a reflection upon time, for | cannot be anxious about the present, but only about the past
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- The preliminary observations on ancient and modern tragic drama make evident that
Kierdegaard, like St. Augustine and Pascal before him, is wrestling with the paradox
of-innocent guit’, of the legacy of original sin in the soul and flesh of the individual. Christianity
and reflexity modernity have assigned to this paradox a visibility denied to the Greek-"naivety’, to
the primitive notion of the hero’s fated doom.”
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:’Man is spirit. But what is spirit? Spirit is the self. But what is the self? The self is a relation
which relates itself to its own self, or it is that in the relation (which accounts for it) that the
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SPIFS! A (I AT TR T 5 b1 S -9 (@19 7 7 A9/ F e IERET @ @160l Ty 2@
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have a self, to be a self, is the grea-test concession made to man, but at the same time it is
eternity’'s demand upon him” |
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about which we are speaking in this chapter, the positive form, It declares that Christianity is
falsehood and a lie, it denies Christ (that He existed and that he is what he claimed to be) either
docetically or rationalistically.......
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